
ENG 1D – Poetry Assignment 
Task: 

1. Look over the back of this sheet and complete a poem to be submitted for the 

described competition. You should come up with several different poems (types, 

lengths, messages, etc). Choose one that you like the best, and that you think best 

demonstrates your learning in this unit. 

2. Submit your chosen poem to me, and include the following: 

o Poem 

o Labelling and explanation of type of poem, any rhyme scheme, any poetic 

devices, etc. 

o A proper and complete prose paragraph discussing the meaning of your 

poem and the message you are trying to convey with your poem. 

o Due: Beginning of class, April 13th. 

3. Submit your poem to the competition before April 27th, according to the 

guidelines set forth on the back of this sheet. The poem you submit should not be 

labelled, nor have an explanation. You may submit more than one poem to the 

competition if you wish. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the Competition website @ https://thelifeofwords.uwaterloo.ca/poetry-

competition-2018/ 

Now in its third year, The Life of Words hosts an annual poetry competition, open to all high school 
students in Ontario. Last year’s theme was “write a poem about language.” This year we’re narrowing 
things down a bit (but not too much), to “write a poem about the meaning of a word.” 

Here’s a great example of a poem by Ian Duhig about the meanings of words, which you can also hear 
Duhig reading here: https://www.poetryarchive.org/poem/irish 

 
From the Irish 
by Ian Duhig 

According to Dinneen, a Gael unsurpassed 
in lexicographical enterprise, the Irish 
for moon means “the white circle in a slice 
of half-boiled potato or turnip.” A star 
is the mark on the forehead of a beast 
and the sun is the bottom of a lake, or well. 

Well, if I say to you your face 
is like a slice of half-boiled turnip, 
your hair is the colour of a lake’s bottom 
and at the centre of your eyes 
is the mark of the beast, it is because 
I want to love you properly, according to Dinneen. 

*reproduced with permission 
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